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President’s Message  

The past two months have flown by. Can’t say much good about the weather. It looked so 

promising in April. But then stayed cold and wet. But after the heat dome last year the               

gardens seem to love it as the blooms are happening everywhere. Sadly, a number of my 

plants did not make it through the freeze and thaw in January. All have been dug out                          

and the ground prepared. Time for new plantings.                                                                                              

April saw a few branch members gather together for the first time since February 2020.                        

It was time to get re-acquainted. It was so nice to actually talk face to face and shake hands. 

Thank you to the Alliance Church of Chilliwack for letting us book their lovely gathering 

space. We plan to be back the end of June. See page 6 for details.                                                                                    

While this was an informal gathering, we took the opportunity to present three Loyalist                           

certificates. They have waited a long time. Please go to page 3 for the write up.                                    

We say goodbye to Marion Claxton UE at the age of 101. Please see the last post on page 5.                                 

On pages 7-10, you will find  a summary of the annual Conference and AGM held via Zoom           

May 25-29. The program was excellent, but I do miss the excitement of an annual road trip 

and seeing people in person. There were some wonderful announcements. Of special note is 

the move of the Dominion Offices to Cornwall, Ontario.                                                               

A recent chat with Shirley Dargatz UE, found her in good spirits.                                                               

But , like the rest of us, she misses the gathering of friends.                                                                                      

Our plans going forward are briefly outlined on page 2. Your suggestions are so welcome. 

Please send them to the email listed.  Like all organizations we can use volunteer help.                     

If you are interested, please contact me via email.                                                                                      

This year marks the 70th anniversary of Elizabeth II becoming queen.  I remember             

seeing the broadcast of the coronation as it was the first time I watched television. I stood in 

the street with other people on Victoria Drive in Vancouver, 

BC  and viewed the screen through the store window of the 

TV sales shop that was near my uncle’s Donut shop.                       

It was probably later in 1953 or even  the next year, but 

memorable and exciting nonetheless.                                                                                      

Stay safe and well, and hopefully we will see you soon.                    

Loyally yours,                                                                                         

Marlene Dance UE.  

http://www.uelac.org/Chilliwack/
http://www.uelac.org/UELAC-history/Armorial-Bearings-Gazette-1972.pdf
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 Monthly Meetings will be scheduled individually.                                                         

      Venues may change for each event.                                                                 
Details and reminders about any change in time, location or about guest speakers                                             

will be sent via email and/or included in each edition of this newsletter.                                                      
Schedule for 2022:  

       June 25th     Strawberry Social (see page3)  
     July 1st          Canada Day TBA check your local community listings 
     July 22nd       BC Loyalist Day – TBA  
     July 24th        Vancouver Branch UELAC Loyalist Day Picnic    
     October         Fall Fleet event  TBA 
            November 11    Remembrance Day & Luncheon to follow TBA  
     December     Christmas Social TBA 

                                                         

   Be sure to send suggestions, information and/or pictures for this publication to:                                            

chwkbruelcontact@gmail.com    

                               Please  visit our new webpage: http://www.uelac.org/Chilliwack/ 

 

 

 

 

Partnering with Heritage Chilliwack Society                                                                                  

Keeping the Past Present!  

www.heritagechilliwack.org/ 

 

“On the Porch”  some beautiful old homes in Chilliwack.                                        

Just Google to find all seven episodes on u-tube.   

                 

Calendar of Events for 2021      Print and save with your calendar  

http://www.uelac.org/
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Let’s get re-acquainted on April 30, 2022                                                                                           
at Chilliwack Alliance Church   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twenty happy people gathered together for the first time in over two years. While this was kept as an                   

informal gathering, we took the opportunity to present three Loyalist certificates. Assistant Genealogist, 
Cindy Frizell UE, did the honours and presented Margaret Strocel UE with her certificate for Loyalist                       

Donald Cameron. Bonnie Corcoran UE accepted two certificates for Loyalist Jacob Bonesteel (Sr) on behalf 
of her grandchildren Daniel James Corcoran UE and Margaret Bonnie Onufruw UE. Bonnie will present 

them when she returns home to Hinton Trail, Alberta, later in May and hopefully send us a picture.                          
See them sitting side by side front and centre. A moment of silence was offered for members no longer 
with us; a reminder that there was still time to register for the UELAC Conference hosted by Manitoba 

Branch and news of the new location of the UELAC Dominion offices to Cornwall, Ontario rounded out the 
agenda. It was time for refreshments.  Both Bonnie and Margaret will be celebrating their 90th birthdays 

later this year. Don’t they look great? Happy early Birthday wishes to you both ! See you again soon.  

From the Bookshelf:                                                                                               
The Knotted Rope by Jean Rae Baxter                                                            

This is the sixth volume in Jean Rae Baxter’s United Empire Loyalist series. 

The  year is 1793, and a law has been passed to end slavery in 
Upper Canada. The new law is not perfect; it will leave hun-

dreds enslaved for life. Broken Trail, of the Oneida First Nation, 
has long witnessed his own people treated with injustice and             

is angered by the unimaginable suffering of black slaves.                  
When 12-year old Rosa and her father are sold to a slave dealer, 
Broken Trail has a plan to rescue them and set them free for life.  

Paper back from Amazon.ca $12.82.                                                                            
See page 6 of The Loyalist Gazette.                                                                     

Google www.amazon.ca  
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Commemorating the coronation of                   
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II                              

on June 2, 1953                                                   
Painted by Sir Herbert James Gunn 

(1893-1964)  
Completed in 1953/1953 and hangs in the 

Garter Throne Room of  
Windsor Castle  

Royal Trust Collection:  
https://www.rct.uk/collection/404386/queen-elizabeth-ii-in-

coronation-robes 
Full-length, standing, in Coronation dress and robe, facing 

slightly to the left; Her Majesty is wearing the George IV diadem 
and is holding the sceptre in her right hand which rests, with 

the Imperial State Crown, on a table to the left. 
The state portrait of The Queen (b. 1926) was commissioned to 
commemorate Her Majesty's Coronation, which took place on 2 
June 1953. Wearing her coronation dress and the purple Robe 

of Estate, The Queen stands in the Throne Room at Buckingham 
Palace. Her robe falls over the throne specially made for the 
occasion and the Imperial State Crown and the sceptre are 

placed on the table beside her. The Queen wears the Diamond 
Diadem made for George IV, Queen Victoria's collet diamond 

necklace and diamond drop earrings, and the Collar and Badge 
of the Order of the Garter. 

Her Majesty's dress, made of white satin, was designed by Sir 
Norman Hartnell, The Queen's principal dressmaker. The em-

broidery design incorporates national and Commonwealth em-
blems executed in seed pearls, crystals, coloured silks and gold 

and silver thread. The decoration on the robe comprises a                 
border of wheat ears and olive branches, symbolising peace and 
plenty. It was embroidered by the Royal School of Needlework, 

who worked for a total of 3,500 hours.  

Please subscribe to Loyalist Trails!                                              
Share this information with your friends - you do not have to be a                              
member of the UELAC to enjoy and subscribe to this newsletter.                                                

Just be a lover of Canadian history. Articles are well written by recognized 
Canadian scholars and members of the association.                                                             

Go to www.uelac.ca  and scroll down to where you see the logo on the 
left.  Then click on the underlined areas as seen here:                             

Our weekly e-newsletter is full of information, research,                                 
and community events.                                                                                           

Subscribe here or visit the archive for prior issues back to 2004.      
I really enjoy the items from “Ben Franklin’s World”,  new “Loyalist                           

Directory” entries, “This week in History” and the                                                    
“Clothing and related items”.                                                                                                      

I look forward to my Sunday morning read. There is always something of interest.  

Read a few of the back issues and I am sure you will want to subscribe.  

https://uelac.ca/loyalist-trails/
https://uelac.ca/loyalist-trails/subscribe/
https://uelac.ca/loyalist-trails/#past
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LAST POST:                                                                                                                   
Marion Avery Claxton  UE                                                                                                     

July 30, 1920 - March 4, 2022   
Photo credit at left Jenna Hauck/Chilliwack Progress 2013.                                             

We were saddened to recently learn of the passing of Marion  
at the grand age of 101. Marion was born and raised in           

Whitewood, Saskatchewan just east of Regina. Her parents 
were Arthur E. Avery and Muriel Dean Carman.  She met and 

married Edgar B. Claxton in 1944 and located to Chilliwack 
sometime in the 1970’s with children Arthur, Paul and Richard. Marion’s UE           

application lists her occupations as Registered Nurse, Real Estate Agent and Homemaker. But she was so 
much more than that.  She was very involved in the Chilliwack community and was a member of many    

organizations: Chilliwack Chapter 49 Order of the Eastern Star for over 70 years; Probus Club of Chilliwack 
from 1995; Chilliwack Toastmasters Club; Chilliwack Horticultural Society and of course the  Chilliwack 
Branch of the UELAC. The Chilliwack Progress mentions Marion winning “Best Floral Art Display” many 
times throughout the 1980’s. In addition, she served on the executive at some point with most of these 

organizations until the loss of her vision limited her participation.  Always interested in her family history, 
she did not let her vision loss get in her way.  She had many stories to tell, and one particularly interesting 

one was written up in the Chilliwack Progress October 8th, 2013, when she told of the quilt her great 
grandmother Isabel Black, had made about 1900. It had been handed down through the generations and 

was then in her possession. Marion was donating it to the Chilliwack Quilters Guild for archiving and 
preservation.  https://issuu.com/blackpress/docs/i20131008070023596/11  see page 11   

    Marion was over 90 with limited vision, when I met her and helped her put together her loyalist                  
application. She had managed to do a lot on her own. I found the last few proofs needed and submitted 
the application. She was so proud to be presented with her 
certificate on Sept. 20, 2014 by the Mayor of Chilliwack at a 

special event held at the Chilliwack Museum and Archives as 
part of the 100th anniversary celebration of the UELAC.                        

Her loyalist is Richard Carman. 
Marion left Chilliwack sometime the following year to          
reside in a seniors complex in Surrey. This was much            

nearer to her family. I was able to visit her there a few times. 
She was a vibrant happy lady with a lovely laugh.                       

Our condolences, thoughts and prayers go out to her family.  
 

 Submitted by Marlene Dance UE, President Chilliwack Branch UELAC 
                   Pictured at right: l-r: Mayor Sharon Gaetz, Ron Denman, Marion, Shirley Dargatz, at rear are Alice Mansell w/son Pat 

We are the chosen.                                                                      

In each family there is one who seems called to find the                          

ancestors. To put flesh on their bones and to make them live again.                          

To tell the family story and to feel that somehow they know and approve.                               

Doing genealogy is not a cold gathering of facts.                                               

But instead, breathing life into all who gave gone before.  

              We are the storytellers of the tribe.                   Author unknown  
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THE THREE-BERRY SOCIAL IS BACK!  Please come.  
June 25th, 2022 @ 1:00 pm  
Chilliwack Alliance Church 

8700 Young Road, Chilliwack, BC                                                                   
Come for berry shortcake with whipped cream.                                                

Refreshments served: coffee, tea, juice and water.                                                                           
The agenda will include items planned for the branch going forward,            
slide show announcing the 2023 Conference, update on our archiving        
project, and we will be asking for ideas from you for the future.  

 Please mark on your calendar.                                                                                     
See you there for a berry good time.  

Everyone attending will receive a free lapel pin pictured at left.                                

Just some Genealogy fun!  
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Report on the Dominion Conference for 
2022 hosted by Manitoba Branch.  

 
A list of the wonderful guest speakers that                    

were on the agenda via Zoom:                                               
1) Dr. Carl Benn presented “John Norton & the                  

Indigenous Great Lakes 1790-1820” and also                                
“The Ohio War, the Toronto Passage & the                        

birth of Urban Toronto”.                                                           
2) Dr. Cecilia Morgan  presented “Family, Friends & 

Wild Turkey: Amelia Ryerse Harris’s Loyalist History”.   
3) Dr. Bonnie Huskins  presented “Life in Exile: How 

Loyalist Women in the Maritimes Contributed to a Families Survival & the formation of Community”.  
4) UELAC members Bruce and Alice Walchuk UE  presented: “So ….. What Now?” an in-depth                    

investigation using non-traditional evidence to prove a lineage.                                                                
5) Dr. Janet Noel  presented  “Apocryphal Ambulation? The Many Walks of Laura Secord”.                                          

6)  Barbara Andrew UE  presented  “Loyalist Descendants’ Journeys West to become                                                               
Pioneers of the Prairies”.                                                                                                                           

7) Dr. Jarvis Brownlie presented “Tecumseh” a Reassessment of his Legacy for our times.                                            
8) Dr. Richard Monture  presented “Joseph Brant”.  

In addition, on Friday May 27th, there was a virtual tour of “The Canadian Museum for Human Rights”.  
All this was all well organized and moved along smoothly with few bumps. Also scheduled were the                            

annual Branch Genealogists’ meeting and the Membership Chairs’ meeting.  
I am pleased to say that I attended every one of the speakers listed here and they were very good.  

************************************************************************************ 

Report on the Annual General Meeting  (a summary of events) 

1) The AGM was called to order at 8:05 am PST. There were 63 members signed in via Zoom.  
Some video boxes were for two people. So with proxies the quorum was met.  

2) A video of the parade of flags together with the playing of the anthems was shown.                                        
Thank you to David Ellsworth UE for preparing the video.  

3) Presentation of the Dorchester Award to Angela Johnson UE.                      
4) The reading of the Last Post for the passing of UELAC members during 2021, together with a moment                    

of silence and the reading of the Heritage Prayer. 
5) Notice of Meeting, Roll Call of Officers and Board, and Credentials of the Committee was presented. 

6) The agenda and minutes from last year were adopted as presented.  
7) The Treasurer’s Report was adopted as presented.  The Auditors for 2023 appointed.  

8) All other committee reports were adopted into the record.  
9) The Trustees appointed are: Diane Faris, Susan Ellsworth and Warren Peters. 

10) Nomination report of the Board members for the coming term were elected as presented.  
11) The swearing in of all officers present and Adjournment.  

12) The playing of O’ Canada and the retiring of the flag video completed the meeting. 
 

A list of the elected Board of Directors for the 2022-23 term is on the following page.  
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE AGM:                                                                                             

UELAC Board of Directors and the UELAC Volunteer Recognition 
Committee are pleased to announce that they have established             

a new Family History Genealogy Award to be presented annually. 
This award is to be called the “Suzanne Morse-Hines UE Memorial 

Genealogy-Family History Award”.                                                                                          
The first award will be presented at the 2023 UELAC Hybrid                  

Conference, “Where the Sea Meets the Sky”,                                                        
in Vancouver/Richmond, BC (June 01-04, 2023) during the               

award ceremonies at the banquet on the Saturday evening.                                
The newly-created award will be open to any UELAC member     

who has displayed exemplary research on their family’s Loyalist                  
Ancestor(s), on their heritage and their family history in general.         
The deadline for nominations from branches or regions will be    

annually, 28th February (Midnight EST), and sent directly to the 
Chair of the UELAC Volunteer Recognition Committee at                               

genealogy-family-history-award@uelac.org  

Watch for the nomination form on the website shortly.  

A
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“WHERE THE SEA MEETS THE SKY” 
Carl Stymiest UE, VP UELAC was pleased to announce the location of the Dominion Conference for 2023 as 
being in Richmond, BC on June 1 – 4th  at the Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel. A short video was shown 

highlighting the beauty of the area. This will be both in-person and hybrid, to help as many members as 

possible participate. Details and registration will be announced and put on the UELAC.ca website in the 
new year as the Pacific Region Committee finalize the agenda, tours, speakers and events.  Stay tuned.  

Above is the official logo adopted by the committee designed by:  
Susan Sullivan - Graphic Genealogist 604.510.3361 

graphics@familyancestrees.com   www.familyancestrees.com 

mailto:graphics@familyancestrees.com
http://www.familyancestrees.com/
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Recently, while doing some Google searches, I encountered the Reinhardt University                     
History blog of Dr. Johnathan Good UE on Loyalist Heraldry.   Reading it, I learned that 

this article was previously published in the Loyalist Gazette Fall 2020 issue. I thought it a 
good read, and worth repeating here. Please enjoy:                                                                           
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