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President’s Message  
                                                                                                                                            

The last two months have been very busy, resulting in the                       

largest issue of the Link Up ever. There are many items                   

including: Branch member news; lots of pictures from the Fall Fleet with 

the Phillip E.M. Leith Volunteer winners; pictures from our participation in                  

the Remembrance Day Ceremonies at two locations in Chilliwack; news                  

of our Christmas gathering on page 3 and, sadly, the Last Post on                             

page 8 for life time member Mildred Hall UE.  All this together with Part 2                             

of the  article written by our own Chris Hay UE for the two issues of the 

2019 Loyalist Gazette.   Congratulations Chris. Well done.                                                

We are very proud of you.                                                                                                                         

I mentioned last issue, my involvement with the Faces to Graves project:  

www.facestograves.nl/  and I have just finished a second submission.                  

It was an honour to meet with the family and see how dearly they                         

hold the memory of their uncle killed in WW2.                                                                                   

In a separate email, I will send out the details of the new online                             

membership renewal system. But for this year, we have also included     

the renewal form on page 9, as you can still renew this way.                                            

We will work towards having everyone on the new system for next year. 

We will take one step at a time.                                                                                                              

When I look back on 2019, it is with a smile and appreciation for all the 

good people I work with and for all the events we have enjoyed together. 

Thank you so much for your support.                                                               

I couldn’t do this job without you.                                                                                       

I will close  by wishing  everyone a Merry Christmas and                                              

a very Happy New Year.  May you enjoy all the 

blessings of the season shared with loved ones.                                                                              

I look forward to seeing you in 2020.                                               

Loyally yours                                                                               

Marlene Dance UE 

http://www.uelac.org/Chilliwack/
http://www.uelac.org/UELAC-history/Armorial-Bearings-Gazette-1972.pdf
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Meetings are held at Carman United Church Hall, 7258 Vedder Road, Chilliwack BC                         
Trooping of the flag will commence at 11:45am - followed immediately by lunch - then a planned program.   

            ***Note: any changes to starting time will be listed below in future newsletters and emails ***                                                                                                                              

       Luncheon with coffee, tea and juice served at most meetings.                                                              

 There is no charge for our regular meetings.                                                                                 

  Members are asked to please bring food contributions to the meeting                                                          

 or make a small donation into the refreshment basket.        

We are pleased to present our calendar for the coming year: 

       2019  December 7th  Christmas meeting and social. Details on page 3. 

      2020 February 15  Annual General Meeting, Heritage Week and National Flag Day                                                  

    April  18         Spring Fleet. Details and guest speaker. Details TBA                                                       

    April 25         LDS Finding your Roots display in Abbotsford, BC                                                        

    June  6          Berry Social and guest speaker. Details TBA                                                            

    June 24-28   Annual Conference in Winnipeg, Man.                                                              

    July 22          BC Loyalist Day . Details TBA                                                                                 

    August 3        Long Weekend:  Fur Brigade Days at Ft. Langley                                                               

    October 3      Fall Fleet hosted by Vancouver Branch. Details TBA                                                            

    November 11   Remembrance Day and lunch at Canton Gardens 

     

Details and reminders about any change in time, location or about guest speakers                                             

will be sent via email and in each edition of this newsletter.  

        

    Be sure to send suggestions, information and/or pictures for this publication to:  chwkbruelcontact@gmail.com      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partnering with: Heritage Chilliwack Society  

 Keeping the Past Present!  

Calendar of Events for 2020      Print and save with your calendar  

http://www.uelac.org/
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CHRISTMAS  SOCIAL!                                                                                                           
Saturday, December 7th, 2019                                                                                                 

@ 11:45 am  Carman United Church Hall                                                                                        
7258 Vedder Road, Chilliwack, BC                                                                                             

Please bring a contribution to the food table:                                                                                  
sandwiches, veggie tray, cheese and crackers, pickles or such                                                                    

Desserts will be provided by the Branch and will include:                                                                      
“Bread Pudding with Caramel sauce” and cookies.                                                                                     

Coffee, tea and juice                                                                                                        
Our Program includes:                                                                                                        

Guest speaker: Carl Stymiest UE “My Childhood Christmas Memories in the Maritimes”  
Outline of coming events in 2020  

News of our new membership online system 
Music and Christmas Carols - bring your best singing voice 

Door Prizes!  

                                                          

Congratulations                                             
Kole UE & Alyssa Heibner 

We announced their engagement in 
the August issue and are now proud 

to include a wedding picture.  
Nuptials took place November 9th             

in Tavernash, Colorado with family in 
attendance. Proud parents are Kevin 

and Vicky UE Heibner and proud 
grandmother  is  Judy Schulz UE.    

  We wish you a lifetime of happiness. 

UEL Certificate presented to Gordon Corcoran UE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making a presentation in Hinton AB was going to be difficult.                
So we mailed it, but extracted a promise of a picture for                     

the newsletter. Bonnie Corcoran UE was proud to present her 
son Gordon with his UE certificate for Loyalist Jacob Bonesteel 
(Sr). Jacob settled in the Stormont, Dundas Co., Upper Canada.                          

He was from Dutchess Co., New York and a member of the                           
Loyal Rangers. Bonnie was presented with her certificate                         

last April at the  Spring Fleet Meting.                                                                                      
Congratulations Gordon!  

And thank you, Bonnie, for doing the honours for us.  
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Telling the Loyalist story!                                                                                                                     

President Marlene Dance UE has been very busy these past                  
two months getting the Loyalist story better known in the                         
community.  Recently, at a meeting of Heritage Chilliwack              
Society she presented “The Pioneers of Chilliwack and the     
Loyalist Connection” to an interested group.  Many were not aware that a good number     

of the Pioneers of Chilliwack were descendants of Loyalists. Lots of questions were asked.             
In addition, her genealogy classes at the UFV campus for Chilliwack ElderCollege and her 
Sardis Library Workshops, always include a Loyalist segment together with an outline  of 
“How to find your Loyalist Ancestor”.  Chilliwack Branch has 

earned a few new members over the years as a result.                                                                         
This past October at the “Finding your Roots” Conference 
sponsored by the LDS Church, Surrey Stake, Marlene was            

honoured with a “Long-time Service” award for her 10 years        
of presentations on many subjects including the Loyalists.  

Congratulations Marlene!  

Captured by Fire: Surviving BC’s new Wildfire Reality  
By Chris Czajkowski and Fred Reid.  

Held November 1st at Carman United Church Hall.  
In the summer of 2017, over 10,000 people in the area around 100 Mile House, Ashcroft, Cache Creek, 

Princeton and Williams Lake received the instruction YOU MUST EVACUATE NOW. But not everyone left.                                                    
Branch member Fred Reid UE and Chris Czajkowski stayed behind to protect their  properties, livestock   

and livelihoods. Living in a remote area, they knew that their homes would be of low priority to                             
officials when fire fighting resources were deployed.                                                                        

Fred presented a very engaging talk and slide show to an interested group of about 20 people.                                
Co-authored with his friend Chris who also remained in her home, they were eye witnesses                                        

to the power, fury, devastation and beauty of the fire.  A number of branch members came out to       
support Fred and hear his story. This is a very good read. If you are interested please go to:                              

www.amazon.ca/Captured-Fire-Surviving-Columbias-Wildfire/dp/1550178857 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Chris Czajkowski and Fred Reid UE 
Right: Poster and book cover  
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Fall Fleet Luncheon & Phillip EM Leith Memorial Award                                                          
The Pacific region is well represented.  October 5th, 2019                                                                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L-r: Frans Compeer  Pacific Regional Councillor; Judy McMullen UE President Victoria Branch: Christine Manzer UE                                 
President Vancouver Branch; Marlene Dance UE President Chilliwack Branch;                                                                                                       

Sandy Farynuk UE President Thompson/Okanagan Branch; Carl Stymiest UE Pacific Regional VP.  
 

The annual presentation of the                                

Philip EM Leith Memorial Volunteer Award                       
for 2019 was jointly shared by:                                              

Karen Borden UE of Victoria Branch and                                   
Diane Faris UE of Vancouver Branch,                                     

two very worthy and hard working members.  
 

There were forty-five members and guests from 
all parts of the province in attendance to                       

celebrate.  Special Guest speaker was                  
Chilliwack  MP Mark Strahl who presented                       

“My Great Grandfather: a British Home Child”                     
to a very appreciative audience including his 

proud grandparents Keith and Carol Bateman 
shown below left.                                                                     

Centre is Mark Strahl MP with Marlene Dance UE, 
being presented a thank you gift from the Branch.  

 
 

Above is Ken Vance UE, shown with his UEL 
Certificates for Loyalists: Johannes Warner Sr. 

and Adam Poapst.  Congratulations Ken!  
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The Fall Fleet event began with Piper Dr. Dan McDermid piping                                                                
in the colours and the parade of members in Loyalist attire. This 

was followed by the singing of God Save the Queen, toasts             
to the Piper and the Queen, Welcome & Greetings from the 

UELAC delivered by Carl Stymiest UE Pacific Regional VP.         
Shirley Dargatz UE said grace and luncheon was served.  

A big thank you goes to the Ladies of the      

Carman United Church for a wonderful meal, 
beautiful presentation and efficient service.                      
Well done once again. The program began 
with the Fall Fleet story, followed by the     
special presentation by Mark Strahl MP.        

Then the presentation of a Loyalist              
Certificate to member Ken Vance UE. The 
presentation of the Phillip Leith award to       

Karen Bowden UE and Diane Faris UE ended 
the days event. Door prizes donated by the 

four regional branches were awarded and the 
colours were retired to the singing of                                

O Canada.  

Pictures contributed by Carl           
Stymiest, UE; Sandy Farynuk 
UE; Fay Kovacs; Carol Vance 

and Marlene Dance UE. 
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Remembrance Day November 11, 2019                                                                                    
Garrison Crossing Cenotaph Cross placed by Cindy Frizell UE.                                                          
Downtown Cenotaph Wreath placed by Marlene Dance UE.                                                      

Grey skies did not keep people away.                       
The crowds get larger every year. Following 

the ceremony, we had lunch at Canton                           
Gardens with family and friends.  

Deleine showed off her handsome grandson. 
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LAST POST: 
Mildred Edna Hall UE                                                                                            

(1927-2019) 
We are sad to advise of the passing of Mildred Evans Hall UE,              

on Friday, November 15, 2019 in Chilliwack, BC.                                             
Born on the Evans family farm in Chilliwack on July 23, 1927,                                               

she lived in Chilliwack her entire life.                                                                                 
She was the fourth generation of the Evans family to live on the farm  that her         

great-grandparents Charles and Jane Evans had purchased in the 1860s.                     
Her parents, Gordon and Edna Evans built a home at the corner of Atchelitz                 

Road and Yale Road West and Mildred grew up as the only girl in a family of boys.               
She outlived her four brothers - Owen “Bud,” John, Victor and Eugene.                            

Mildred was an avid researcher and recorder of family and Chilliwack history,              
working back in the day when much research was done by writing letters and                   

making expensive physical copies. When visiting a new town, she took great joy  in first checking out the 
phone book for any possible family connections. She was excited when her niece  Vivian moved to Ontario 

and could be deputized for  personal trips to various archives and museums with lists of names and dates to 
be verified, saving months of correspondence and wait times for her and for the families                                     

she was helping with research.                                                                                               
Her life was forever changed by the purchase of an electric Smith-Corona typewriter with a “White-Out”             

cartridge for erasing mistakes. With this, she was able to gather her research into one place in the form of 
family history books. Her work on Charles and Jane Evans has been summarized and is viewable on the Yale 

Historical Society website, at the Chilliwack Museum and Archives, and at the Royal BC Museum.                             
In addition, much of the historical information she researched on various Chilliwack families, places,                     

events and groups such as the Royal Engineers can be found in the catalogue listings:                                        
www.chilliwackmuseum.ca/research/archives/  .                                                                                                                 

With an eye to the future, Mildred ensured that family treasures of historical significance were saved for all 
to share by donating them to institutions pledged to preserve them. The Charles Evans Diary, which details 

her great-grandfather’s journey from Ontario to the BC Gold Rush in the 1860s is held at the Provincial      
Archives. Because of her dedication to Chilliwack’s history, artifacts as tiny as the Chinese medicine bottles 
used by labourers on the Evans farm, or as large and intricate as the bridal bowl given to her grandmother             
as a wedding gift, can be found at the Chilliwack Museum and Archives, where she was also a life member.                  
Mildred Hall was an active member of the UELAC Chilliwack Branch from its charter in the fall of 1990. She 

was the first branch member to receive her UEL Certificate for Loyalist William Casey and served the branch 
as genealogist for over 15 years till her retirement in 2013. During this time she helped countless numbers                

of members achieve recognition as Loyalist descendants. This dedication earned her an honourary life                     
membership in the Chilliwack Branch of the United Empire Loyalists, an accomplishment that brought her 

much pride. She is survived by her son Ken Hall, grandchildren                   
Greg and Andrea, their mother Dr. Denise Hall, and two                                          

great-grandchildren Sydney and Ryan.                                                                                                                  
From her many friends and members of the                                                          

UELAC Chilliwack Branch,                       
who all respected and admired her dedication to Loyalist history,                                              

our thoughts and prayers go to her family.                                                        
Good bye dear Mildred. Thank you for all you have done to                             

preserve both Loyalist and Chilliwack history.   
    Submitted by members Vivian Evans Walker and Marlene Dance UE.                           The Loyalist Rose 

http://www.chilliwackmuseum.ca/research/archives/
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 UELAC CHILLIACK BRANCH                                                                                               

NEW MEMBERSHIP 2020/ or Renewal                                    
Many thanks for your continued support. 

  
             The fees are as follows: 
 Individual Memberships:  $40.00 (to the UELAC) + $15.00 (Chilliwack Branch) = $55.00 
 Student Memberships (25 yrs. or younger Name of school/university below)  = $25.00 
     ____________________________________ 
 Family Membership:          $55.00 (to the UELAC) + $15.00 (Chilliwack Branch) = $70.00 

(A Family membership is for all persons residing at the same address) 
If already a Member of another branch               = $15.00  

  Please indicate name of branch:_______________________________ 
 
  

Make your cheques payable to UELAC – Chilliwack Branch  

-                     
  
     Name(s): _______________________________________________________________ 
 
  ______________________________________________________________ 
       
     Address:  ________________________ City: __________________Postal Code ________ 
  
    Phone:  ___________ Email address ___________________________ 
  
     Loyalist Ancestor (s) if known: __________________________________________________ 
  
 Membership Fees - Please circle the membership category chosen above.    
                                                                                    

Please mail to: 
 President Marlene Dance UE 

5546 Highroad Crescent 
    Chilliwack, BC   V2R 3X9                                                                                                                               

 
 

Your membership includes receiving a copy of our Magazine “The Gazette” twice yearly,                   
6 issues of the “Link UP” – the Chilliwack Branch newsletter as well as email                                        

reminders for events, signups and items of interest.                                                                         
Canadian Anti-Spam Legislation (CASL) requires that our Branch have your consent for us to 

contact you electronically. By joining our Branch, you are consenting to receive                           
electronic communications from us.  You may ask us to remove you from the group email 
list at any time by replying to one of our communications and asking us to remove you.  

  
Please return this form with your membership: 
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Merry Christmas to all - See you in 2020 
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