
War of 1812 Veterans Isaac Ferriss & William Hutchins Plaqued on Saturday May 23 2015 

Ruth Hutchins Nicholson UE and Susan McCloskey Hutchins UE hosted a very successful event 
to recognize their ancestors Isaac Ferriss UE and William Hutchins in Harrow and Colchester this 
past Saturday. Approximately 70 people attended and came from as far away as Lindsay and 
Michigan. All were interested in the actual plaque and its history as well as the stories 
associated with the two veterans.  

 

Bryce unveils plaque for Isaac Ferriss 

 

Gwendolyn unveils the Wm Hutchins marker 

 



All family members participated in the two unveilings that included presenting information on 
Loyalist John Cornwall, whose original lot 97 in the New Settlement is the land where the 
Hutchins Pioneer Cemetery is located. Heroic stories were shared about Isaac Ferriss, who as a 
17 year old, swam across the Detroit River to spy on the Americans on Bois Blanc Island. He 
reported back to Major General Isaac Brock prior to the successful taking of Fort Detroit. 
William Hutchins, at age 65, was an experienced ship carpenter and sailor. Both he and Isaac 
were on the same pay list, from the Essex 1st Militia. We aren’t clear on William’s actions but 
knew of Isaac’s through an article written in The Amherstburg Echo on September 2, 1934.  

 

Hutchins Family at Pioneer Cemetery May 23 2015 

 

Musket Salute to Isaac Ferriss by Mike, John & Jeremy 



A reception followed at Paglioni’s Estate Winery where everyone could meet and talk while 
they enjoyed the essence of the grape harvest in Essex County. It was a beautiful day and we 
feel we have inspired others to plaque their ancestors’ graves in a similar fashion. 

Ruth Nicholson UE 

 

 

 

1812 Plaquing: Harrow News  

 

 



 

 

 

 


