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Long after the humour is forgotten, the memory of laughter will linger as a key to the success of 

Beyond the Mountains 2010, the UELAC Conference hosted by the Pacific Region.  From the selection of 

entertaining and challenging speakers, unique western venues and a vibrant hospitality suite for those in 

need of afterhours relaxation, the committee from Victoria, Vancouver, Chilliwack and Thompson-

Okanagan ensured that everyone had a great time. Indeed it was this western hospitality that encouraged 

our UK members, Malcolm and Kathy Newman to express appreciation for being so warmly welcomed 

into the UELAC family a second time. 

 

Immediately after registration on Thursday, with a goody bag that gives new meaning to treats and 

treasures, participants were swept into the Aberdeen Salon to ñStake a Claimò.  The Gold Rush theme 

continued with a special presentation from local historian and broadcaster Mike Roberts, producer and 

host of CHBCôs documentary series Gold Trails and Ghost Towns. Branch Genealogists, or their reps, 

met with Joan Lucas in the Okanagan Room while the rest set out exploring the conference centre looking 

for old friends.  That night, the official welcome reception was led by Sally Harrison, President of the 

Thompson-Okanagan Branch who called on David Snyder for a fascinating review of Oriskany and 

Loyalist Lore. 

 

      Fridayôs activities included the Brigade Trail Winery Tour, while the majority of conference 

participants were entertained by three amazing presentations.  In the Lure of Gold, presented by Dave 

Sayer, the story of John óCaribooô Cameron was brought to life.  (In recognition of the connection 

ñCariboo Cameronò received a Loyalist rose from Alvin Huffman, Past President of the Victoria Branch.)   

Our programme saidò Christine Pilgrim presents The Overlanders, the story of the hardships endured by 

the migrants who came with Thomas McMicking, UE, through the wild Rocky Mountains, from Canada, 

in a Red River cart in 1862.ò The statement definitely did not indicate the depth of humour used to tell the 

story of Catherine Schubert and her ñsmiling Jimmyò.   

  

 
Catherine Schubert instructs her children, Mary Anne, Gus and Smiling Jimmie 
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Peter Moogk, recipient of the 2008 Philip E. M. Leith Memorial Award , closed out the morning with 

an excellent presentation of the Loyalist descendants who helped shape British Columbia.  

 

 Then we were off to Davisonôs Orchards for a tour, talk and lunch. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.uelac.org/Vancouver/Leithaward.php
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Afternoon showers did not dampen our enthusiasm at the OôKeefe Ranch where we toured the 

mansion and the ranch grounds, witnessed the black powder demo or experienced the hard work of 

panning for a few flakes of gold.  

   

 
 PAY DIRT: Back, Roy Lewis and David Hill Morrison; front Bo nnie Schepers, Jim McKenzie, Fred Hayward 

 

 As he was invited to a Cowboy Dinner Show with Rob Dinwoodie and Friends, Lt. Gov. Steven L. 

Point acquired a cowboy outfit complete with toe pinching boots just for the occasion.  For those 

receiving Certificates of Loyalist Lineage, the two of us made a very unusual pairing in the photo ops.  

OôKeefe Ranch Curator and author, Ken Mather, also entertained with a few of his unique poetic stories.  

He has promised to share one of them in a later LT.  
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