






















ORIGIN OF NAMES OF ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS IN EASTERN ONTARIO

by Brian Tackaberry

The United Empire Loyalists took their allegiance to

Britain and King George ill very seriously, and on coming

to Canada, reflected this in the settlement of Ontario. In

order to understand the "Royal Connection" to many of our

place names, it is necessary to become familiar with the

family of King George III.

King George III was born Jun. 4, 1738 in London,

England and died Jan. 29, 1820, the son of Frederick

Louis, Duke of Cornwall, and grandson of King George ll.

His father had died in 1751, and so on the death of George

ITin 1700, he became king. He was married to Charlotte,

daughter of Duke Charles of Mecklenburgh. George III

and Charlotte had a family of fIfteen children:

1) George (Prinny) born Aug. 12,1762, died Jun. 26,

1830, Prince of Wales and Duke of Cornwall, later serving

as Prince Regent from 1811 until his father's death in 1820

when he became King George IV ruling 1820-1830.

2) Frederick Augustus born 1763 died 1837, Duke of

York and Albany

3) William born Aug. 21,1765 died 1837, Duke of

Clarence and later King William IV from 1830-1837.

4) Charlotte died 1828, married King Frederick of

Wurttemburg

5) Edward Augustus born 1767 died 1820, Duke of Kent

and father of Queen Victoria

6) Augusta died 1840

7) Elizabeth died 1840, married Frederick, Landgrave of

Hesse, whose grandfather had furnished the Hessian

soldiers to aid the British

8) Emest Augustus died 1851, Duke of Cumberland, ~
later King of Hanover "-
9) Augustus Frederick died 1843, Duke of Sussex

10) Adolphus Frederick died 1850, Duke of Cambridge

11) Mary died 1857, married Duke William Frederick of

Gloucester

12) Sophia Matilda died 1848, married General Thomas

Garth

13) Octavius died 1783

14) Alfred died 1782

15) Amelia died 1810, married Charles Fitzroy

The names of this royal family have survived in many

place names of Loyalist settlement in Ontario. Originally

there were two regions of settlement the Royal Townships

along the St Lawrence River, and the Cataraqui

Townships in the Bay of Quinte area. The Royal

Township names with connections to the family were as

follows: Williamsburgh, Charlottenburgh, Edwardsburgh,

Augusta Township, Elizabethtown, and Matilda Township,

all named after the children of King George ill. In

addition, Osnabruck was named for the birthplace of his

great-grandfather King George I, in Brunswick-

Lunenburgh. Cornwall, the major centre in the area was

named for the Duke of Cornwall, a title held by Prince

George. The whole area was named the Lunenburgh

District, again a royal connection.

Similar ties can be traced in the Quinte region. The area

became known as the District of Mecklenburgh, named for

the region King George's wife came from. The townships

of Royal name were as follows: Ernestown,

Fredericksburgh, Adolphustown, Sophiasburgh,

Marysburgh, and Ameliasburgh. Cataraqui itself became

known as King's Town, and later Kingston in honour of

the King. The adjacent township of Pittsburgh was named

for William Pitt, the Prime Minister of England at the time

of the Loyalist settlement Prince Edward County itself

was named for Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, who later

became the fll"Stroyal family member to visit Canada.
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