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TOPICS:

1. WHY DO THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS MATTER?
- who were they, where did they come from and
what did they mean to Nova Scotia

2. WHAT DOES THE NOVA SCOTIA BRANCH OF THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS’
ASSOCIATION OF CANADA DO?

3. HOW DO YOU OBTAIN YOUR LOYALIST DESCENT ‘UE’ CERTIFICATE?
- Branch membership
- Researching your Loyalist Ancestors
- Applying for the ‘UE’ Certificate

4. SUMMARY
- Can the Nova Scotia Branch of the UELAC help you find a Loyalist ancestor?
- How long will it take?
- How much will it cost ?



1. WHY DO THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS MATTER?

By 1784 after the end of the American Revolution an estimated 30,000 refugees who had
remained loyal to Britain and King George III had arrived in Nova Scotia. (1) They are now
known as United Empire Loyalists. Their arrival led to the creation of the separate province of
New Brunswick, named after the House of Brunswick of which King George III was descended.
These refugees came from many cultures and ethnic backgrounds including English, Irish,
Scottish, German, Dutch, and African.
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Map of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick & Cape Breton, published October 10, 1794
by J. Stockdale, Piccadilly, England. Author: Morse, Jedidiah.

(1) “A Short History of the United Empire Loyalists” by Ann Mackenzie, M.A. accessed October 13,2018
http://www.uelac.org/PDF/loyalist.pdf




In Halifax Harbour at Dartmouth, Nova the Eastern Battery had been built. It was a fortification
to help protect the area. Over 500 soldiers who were members of the King’s Orange Rangers
were stationed there during American Revolution. This was a regiment formed in 1775 in
Orange County, New York from Loyalist volunteers. A Company was also sent to Liverpool.

At the end of the American Revolution the regiment was disbanded and many settled in Nova
Scotia.

Ships preparing to depart for Louisbourg in 1757. Eastern Battery appears on right.
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At the Old Burying Ground in Halifax there are graves of many Loyalists including John Howe
(1754 - 1835) who had been a Printer in Boston prior to the American Revolution. He supported
the British Crown and departed for Halifax. Howe arrived at Halifax in 1779 and set up a
printing shop, where he published the first issue of the Halifax Journal in December 1780. In
1801, Howe was rewarded for his loyalty by appointment as the King's Printer and in 1803 he
became deputy postmaster for Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island.

Gravestone of Loyalist John Howe
in O 1d Burying Ground at Halifax, NS
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The son of John Howe was Joseph Howe (1804 - 1873), who became a prominent journalist,
politician and public figure in Nova Scotia. He was also responsible for establishing the right of
a free press in Canada. It has been observed that “the most lasting influence upon Howe was
exercised by his father, loyalist John Howe, whom he once described as “‘my only instructor, my
play-fellow, almost my daily companion.” The one member of his family who sided with Britain
in revolutionary times, John Howe had a reverent, almost mystical, attitude towards the British
connection, and he passed this attitude on to his son.” (2)
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Plaque on wall outside Library, formerly Court Room
of Supreme Court of Nova Scotia, in Provincial Legislative Building, Halifax

(2) J. Murray Beck, “HOWE, JOSEPH,” in Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol. 10, University of
Toronto/Université Laval, 2003—, accessed October 13, 2018,
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/howe joseph 10E.html
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At the Nova Scotia Branch meeting in September, 2018 held in Acaciaville, Nova Scotia, two
Certificates of Loyalist Descent known as UE Certificates were presented by Branch
Genealogists to members who had traced their loyalist lineage to a United Empire Loyalist. In

the past two years over 15 Loyalist ancestors have been proven each year by members of the
Branch.

Pictured left to right, Branch Genealogist Carol Harding, Linda Jobe,
Carolyn Simpson, Assistant Branch Genealogist Margaret Nickerson - Dorey



A Map prepared by the Nova Scotia Branch highlights the areas of Loyalist settlement in Nova

Scotia. It also indicates museum locations with a Loyalist theme.
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Main Areas of Loyalist Settlement

HALIFAX = When Ceneral Howe
abandoned Boston in 1776, he bmughq
many of the King’s suppaorters to Halifax,
which had been settled in 1749,
SHELBURNE — Settled after the
evacuation of New York in the Spring of
1783, Port Roseway was renaméed
Shelburne for the British prime minister.
BIRCHTOWNM — The largest senlement of
Black Loyalists

DIGBY — Settled by Loyalists in June
1783

PORT MOUTON — Mamed Guyshorough

RAWDON — Loyalists flecing the Siege of
MNinety Six, South Carolina.
KEMMETCOOEK - Settled by the troops of
the Bath Regiment of Foot.

COUNTRY HARBOUR & SHIP
HARBOUR - Granted to soldiers from
loyal Caroling regiments,

WALLACE — Rermshep and area settled by
Lowalists from Westchester Mew York.
TUSKET - Settled by Lovalists from Mew
York and New lersey in 1785.

UPPER BIG TRACADIE — Black Lovalists
from South Caralina.

Cape Breton
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Sty

s Picteu L
for Sir Guy Carleton. After a forest fire in Aheben m:, "
1784 most of the settlers moved on to
what is now Guyshorough.
= wriny Guysnorough
GUYSBOROUGH — Chedabucto, . serd
renamed for Sir Guy Carleton, was setthed i +
by disbanded British regiments, including Fennetcook | ey R
the Duke of Cumberland's regiment. R‘:’m |
SYDMEY — Loyalists from MNew York & *
Connecticut arrived 1784, *.'wmlhd Ship Harbous
. @ HALIFAX
as NOVA SCOTIA
* DS
Y Loyalist settlements in Mova Scotia
o Prort Minsien MUSEUMS WITH A LOYALIST THEME:

s | laeietnomn
e Shalturme

ramouthgy 0

L
]

Ranna Cossit House, Sydney

Admiral Dighy Museum, Dighy

Raoss Thomson House, Shelburne

The Black Loyalist Heritage Centre, Birchtown




2. WHAT DOES THE NOVA SCOTIA BRANCH OF THE UNITED EMPIRE
LOYALISTS’ ASSOCIATION OF CANADA DO?

All Branches of the United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada are guided by a Mission
Statement.

THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS” ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
MISSION STATEMENT

Our Mission is to preserve, promote and celebrate the history and traditions
of the United Empire Loyalists.

We will accomplish our Mission by:

1) Uniting, in a Canadian-based association, descendants of families who
remained loyal to the British crown during the American Rcvoluti{)m}ry War,
as well as persons interested in the Loyalist era and early Canadian history.

2) Supporting the collection and cataloguing of documents, books, artefacts,
memorabilia and genealogical data relating to the United Empire Loyalists.

3) Facilitating and publishing research related to the United Empire Loyalists
in the form of historical and family research journals, books, newsletters and
digital media.

4) Providing Loyalist education resource materials and encouraging research
through scholarship support.

5) Assisting in the construction and preservation of Loyalist monuments and
memorials in Canada.

6) Participating in projects and activities which honour and celebrate the
legacy of the United Empire Loyalists.

This mission statement was adopted ai the Annual General Meeting May 30, 2015,
See: http:www.uelac.org/aboul phpfimission



The Hon. Alfred Gilpin Jones (1824 - 1896), born in Weymouth, Nova Scotia, son of Guy
Carleton Jones, was the first President of the Loyalist Association of Nova Scotia founded in
1897. He also became a successful business person, politician, and public servant.

Memorial Plaque to Hon. Alfred Gilpin Jones in
St. Pa ul’s Church, Halifax



The Nova Scotia Branch was granted its’ Charter on March 8, 2014.
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Nova Scotia Branch members have met for meetings around the province including in Digby,
Upper Sackville, Shelburne, Tusket, Halifax, Port Mouton, Aylesford, Acaciaville, and as
pictured below while attending a tour of the Old St. Edward’s Loyalist Church and Museum in
Upper Clements.

Inside Old St. Edward’s Loyalist Church
in Clem entsport, Nova Scotia
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Members can submit their research and names of loyalist ancestors to help build the Online
Loyalist Directory maintained by the United Empire Loyalist Association. It now includes
over 7,000 names. Since it has been estimated the number of Loyalists who came to Canada
exceeded 50,000 it is a work in progress.

Online Loyalist Directory can be found at
http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Info/Loyalist-Info.php
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The Loyalist Gazette is published twice yearly by the United Empire Loyalists’ Association of
Canada and provided free to members. It contains articles of historical and genealogical
information as well as news about Branch activities.

Vol. LIl No. 2, Fall &

s ' llst

Gazette

arleton’s
Book of Negroes

ybeea,
er Young &

To learn more about the Loyalist Gazette and
other publications see http://www.uelac.org/publications.php
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Providing Loyalist education resource materials and encouraging research through scholarship
support is integral to our mission to preserve, promote and celebrate the history and traditions of
the United Empire Loyalists. The Nova Scotia Branch supports these efforts and has been
recognized for its’ support of the Loyalist Scholarship Endowment Fund.
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A National Conference is held in June each year where members from the Branches gather

to attend genealogical and educational workshops, and take part in annual meeting. The location
of the Conference is different each year and hosted by a local Branch. In 2018 it was

held in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan.
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3. HOW DO YOU OBTAIN A LOYALIST DESCENT “‘UE’ CERTIFICATE?

In order to obtain a Loyalist Descent ‘UE’ Certificate you first must be a member of a Branch.

Application for Membership

Name Telephone ()

Address

E-mal Date of birth

Please select one: o Individual o Student o Family o Institutional
membarship membership maembership membership

Membership fees:

Full year $50.00 $25.00 $70.00 $50.00

After 1 July $25.00 $12.50 $35.00 $25.00

Student membership is available to full-time students under the age of 25
If you have selecled a family membership, please provide the names of other family members.

Please provide the following information for our files. Continue overleaf if necessary.

Mame(s) of Loyalist Ancesior(s) Where settled / Burial site

« Future dues nolices should be sent by: o E-mail o Regular Mail
=« The Branch Newsletter should be sent by: o E-mail a Regular Mail
* May we give your contact information to “distant cousins™?: o Yes o No

“Distant cousins” are persons who are researching ancestors that you may have in common,

Membership is handled by Branches only. Regular members are those who are interested in the
aims and purposes of the Association, whether or not they are of Loyalist descent.

To receive a Cerdificate, which certifies your descent from a Loyalist Ancestor, the Cerlificate
Application must be approved by the Genealogical Committee of the Dominion Council. The
Cartificate Application forms are available to members from the Branch.

Please make your cheque payable to the Nova Scofia Branch, U.EL. Association) and mail it
with this form to:

The United Empire Loyalist Association of Canada
Nova Scotia Branch

PO Box 421

Halifax NS B3J 2P8

Canada
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After you are a member of a Branch, if you are interested in proving descent from a United
Empire Loyalist you will want to consider first who qualifies.

Who Qualifies as a Loyalist descendant?

General guidelines are:

( A ) Either male or female, as of 19 April 1775, a resident of the Amt?rican
colonies, and joined the Royal Standard prior to the Treaty of Separation of

1783, or otherwise demonstrated loyalty to the Crown, and settled in territory
remaining under the rule of the Crown; or

( B) a soldier who served in an American Loyalist Regiment and was
disbanded in Canada; or

( C ) member of the Six Nations of either the Grand River or the Bay of
Quinte Reserve who is descended from one whose migration was similar to
that of other Loyalists.

Being a proved Loyalist descendant confers no special status in Canadian or
other society, but many members use the post-nominal letters "UE" after their
name, in consequence of Lord Dorchester's Order in Council in 1789,
conferring recognition of the service of the Loyalists in defense of "The
Unity of Empire."

Source: hip:www seloc. org/membership php
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The Branch Genealogist and Assistant Genealogist can assist and guide you through the process
of research.
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Muster Rolls are one example of proof of Service to the Crown for a Loyalist. Roll below
shows a Company of King’s Orange Rangers in 1777 stationed in New York.
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Another example of proof of service to the Crown can be a Petition by a Loyalist for land. The
one below was made by Lieutenant John Cameron of the King’s Orange Rangers in Sydney,
Nova Scotia and accepted in 1797.
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When you decide that you have completed your research and wish to submit an Application
for a ‘UE’ Certificate you will complete and file the Application Fee Form.

Certificate Application Fee Record
Nova Scotia Branch - UELAC
Applicant; Please fill out this form and include with your payment to the address

below. It will assist the Branch Treasurer in processing your application fee.
** Email the Genealogist: cmhardingf@bellaliant.net when you send it.

Name of Ancestor(s):

Amount Enclosed: 5.

Certificate Application Fee: $50.00 for each application

Applicant's Name:

Address: Country:
PostalZip Code

Email:

Phone: Home ( ) - Cell ( 1 -

Maka Cheque or Money Order payable to: “Nova Scotia Branch UELAC",

Mail this rm with your Ca Fea to:

Nova Scotia Branch of Please advise if you require a receipt: Y__ N

PO Box 421 :
'Oithe 5 "
Halifax NS B3J 2PB ; your cancalled cheque will be your receipt)

Canada
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The Application with your personal information, choices about how you wish your Application
processed, and your research is filed with the Branch Genealogist who forwards it to the
Dominion Genealogists for review.

@ The United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada
UE CERTIFICATE APPLICATION

BRANCH NAME & MAILING ADDRESS: tr

RRANCH GENEALDGIST NAME & EMAILL:

ANCESTOR Name for UE Certificale
SRECUIRED, Grom Midilie (opbomall, Sermame.

o webes fog. v, M. Capt); wsing S or Jr. is HELPETHL
Lacation setibed as UE Loyalist after 1783
APPLICANT Mame for UE Certificate
*REQUIRED. As yow wish it fo appear on U certificate

APPLICANT Full Legal Name

Applicant's Full Address
Including Poatal Code i
Telephone Number | Email Address
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE (Citizens |2 yoars of age or alder of countries with the Dueen as Head of State) [Optional]
div swear (or nffirm) to remain loval and give
L true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 1L
Applicant's Signature i Dt
CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE of CERTIFICATE APPLICATION and AFFIRMATION
(nll applicants)

1. The approved certificate application and accompasying proals of lincal desoent af acaepled mombers become the properly of the United
Empire Loyalists” Associalion of Cansdi.

2 | agree to NOT share apenly or pablicly. o publish in or on any medium any completed application or pant thereof without permission of
the UELAC regandicss of the contents that peresin to lrving or deceased persans. (Al completed forms are the property of the UELAC)

3. Information contsined in the cenificale spplicaizon and accompasying proofs of lineal descent, excluding any perscnal da on livieg
persons and these borm within the previous 110 years, will be sdded g the UELAC enline Loyalist Dircotory.

4. Information coniained in the contificate application, sed scoompanying proofs of [l descenl, excluding sy personal daia on living
persons and those boen within the previous |10 years, will be made available Sroegh Branch Genealogists to UELAC mombers claiming

descent from the same Loyalist linc.
UELAC im its sale jicn mary pubdish the nfomarion in cither handcopy or ck e modia, S |
Fermission for UELAC to Use Information
1. Publish my name in the Loyalist Gazeite. Yes Mo []
2. Add my name to the online Loyalist Directory. Yes MNo [

3. Share my contact detnils with other UELAC Branch Genealogists.  Yes [] No[ ]

Applicant docs affirm that the =aid (mame of ancestor) ks his'her Loyalist ancestor,
and the stalements &5 set forih in this application are tnse and comect 1o the best of his/her knowledge and belicf,
Further, the applicant acknowledges, understands and accepds the conditions of acceptance, and permissions as indicated.
Signature Date

Applicans ef legai agy. v paroTngal graard.

APPROVAL OF CERTIFICATE APPLICATION
Accepied by Branch Genesbogist (Print Name & Branch below) Appreved by Dominisn Geneslogist
MName &
Birunch:
g Signature;

| Due e

Form: July 2018
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The Application asks you to list your ancestral lineage and proofs which will also be copied and
provided.

2

Membership Paid: First Certificate: §  Other Certificate §_
I, the applicant, request that my addittonal unproven family infarmation be stored Iy the brarnch and shared according 1o
UELAL privacy regulations: YES_I:I. Accepled by Branch Gcne.-\'&.‘sl:l N’OD.
NOTES: 1) If merging aad addisg @ generation, comple new pages | amnd 2. Remumber pages to aviid foving to retype all the desmils.
2 Lse availate geveration sections in sequence (e e odditiveal generation informmion, Sewe geasration sections oan be bt iad
3} Always pae page 7 fie the Layalist Ancestor Generation, Consider prgs 64 ¢ 68 for Loyaliats Children & Grandchildren.

MERGE: Closely Related Family Members Descended from this Loyalist Ancesior |
Name Branch UE Certifieate MC & Date Merge at Gen, #

L '

MERGE: with certificate application for myself for another Loyalist Ancestor

Name of Loyalist Ancestor UE Certificate MC if Date Merge at Generation i |
Generation — : APPLICANT
Applicant’s Spouse’s
Name at Name at
Birth SURNAME, Gives, Mickdle Birth SLRNAME | Civen Uil
Date of = Date of = |
Hirth oo A Gres Birth o Lo YEYY 2
Place of Place of +
EBirth Birth
City Fimwrm, Vownshi, Cowmy, Provinee g s, Tirmrisaig, Costy, Privini
Date of = Date of i
Marriage B0 LA Fesdd Death 0 bty FYTY
Place of Place of
Marriage Death
ety Terwns, Teniriship, Coumy. Provinee i Tonen, Toweestip, Cowmy, Proviece
Children’s Children’s
Full Names Birthdates
1. 1. Deue: =
Pliace o Birth:
(Tt T, Torrrushoys, Crmmty, P, Cliber
2 3k Lrare: —_
Place of Birth:
T3¢ Timer, Tomerabip, Cnmty, Fromdens, ke
3. 3. Date: e
Place o Birah:
[l N R S e
4, 4, e -
Place of Bieih:
Ui Tusen. Tisraahie. Conaly, Frosisy. Calyr

| Proof of the Applicant to Parent Relationship
[IEMMENT TYFES DOCUMENT DETAILS [Nod cilafion)**

“tate BIRTH, BAPTISM, MARRIAGE or DEATH only  **Authority eg Chisrch / Prov), Mame of person, Event (B/B/M/D), Location, Date
Form: July 2018
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The final page will include information on your Loyalist Ancestor.
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When your Application is approved by the Dominion Genealogists a “UE” Certificate will be
sent to the Branch Genealogist for presentation, if possible.

G regory Hussey receiving ‘UE’ Certificate
fro m Membership Chair & Treasurer Marian Munroe
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The ‘UE’ Certificate includes Lord Dorchester’s 1789 Proclamation, the Loyalist Badge, and the
Armorial Bearings of the United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada. It is signed by the
President and Secretary of the Association.
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4. SUMMARY

(1) Can the Nova Scotia Branch help you find a Loyalist Ancestor?

Branch Genealogist and Assistant available to guide and assist. In 2017 there were
19 ‘UE’ Certificates issued.

(i1) How long will it take?

After research completed between 2 - 3 months to obtain ‘UE’ Certificate.

(ii1) How much will it cost?
A single membership is $50, if student $25 and for a family $70.

When you apply for ‘UE’ Certificate fee is $50.
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FURTHER REFERENCE

Articles:

McConnell, Brian, “The Hon. Alfred Gilpin Jones & the Loyalists of Nova Scotia”.
https://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Info/extras/Jones-Elisha/Hon-Alfred-Gilpin-Jones-and-the-Loyali
sts-of-Nova-Scotia-by-Brian-McConnell.pdf

McConnell, Brian, “Loyal Then - Loyal Now”,
http://www.uelac.org/events/Loyal-Then-Loyal-Now-by-Brian-McConnell.pdf

Videos:

“Certificate of Loyalist Descent (United Empire Loyalists)” by Brian McConnell, UE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6 AykLFrk3v§

“United Empire Loyalist Certificate of Descent Presentation” by Brian McConnell, UE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZzhpill w0

Website:

Nova Scotia Branch of United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada
http://www.uelac.org/NovaScotia/

Facebook:

Nova Scotia Branch of United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada
https://www.facebook.com/novascotiaunitedempireloyalists/




