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TOPICS:

1.    WHY DO THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS MATTER?
                       - who were they, where did they come from and 
                          what did they mean to Nova Scotia

2.    WHAT DOES THE NOVA SCOTIA BRANCH OF THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS’
        ASSOCIATION OF CANADA DO?
                        

3.     HOW DO YOU OBTAIN YOUR LOYALIST DESCENT ‘UE’ CERTIFICATE?
                        - Branch membership
                        - Researching your Loyalist Ancestors
                        - Applying for the ‘UE’ Certificate
                        

4.     SUMMARY
                        - Can the Nova Scotia Branch of the UELAC help you find a Loyalist ancestor?
                        - How long will it take?
                        - How much will it cost ?
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1.  WHY DO THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS MATTER?

   By 1784 after the end of the American Revolution an estimated 30,000 refugees who had
remained loyal to Britain and King George III had arrived in Nova Scotia. (1) They are now
known as United Empire Loyalists.   Their arrival led to the creation of the separate province of
New Brunswick, named after the House of Brunswick of which King George III was descended.   
These refugees came from many cultures and ethnic backgrounds including English, Irish,
Scottish, German, Dutch, and African.  

                      
                          Map of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick & Cape Breton, published October 10, 1794 
                          by J. Stockdale, Piccadilly, England. Author: Morse, Jedidiah.

(1) “A Short History of the United Empire Loyalists” by Ann Mackenzie, M.A. accessed October 13, 2018 
http://www.uelac.org/PDF/loyalist.pdf
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In Halifax Harbour at Dartmouth, Nova the Eastern Battery had been built.  It was a fortification
to help protect the area.  Over 500 soldiers who were members of the King’s Orange Rangers
were stationed there during American Revolution.   This was a regiment formed in 1775 in
Orange County, New York from Loyalist volunteers.   A Company was also sent to Liverpool. 
At the end of the American Revolution the regiment was disbanded and many settled in Nova
Scotia.

                          Ships preparing to depart for Louisbourg in 1757.   Eastern Battery appears on right.
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At the Old Burying Ground in Halifax there are graves of many Loyalists including John Howe  
(1754 - 1835) who had been a Printer in Boston prior to the American Revolution.  He supported
the British Crown and departed for Halifax.   Howe arrived at Halifax in 1779 and set up a
printing shop, where he published the first issue of the Halifax Journal in December 1780. In
1801, Howe was rewarded for his loyalty by appointment as the King's Printer and in 1803 he
became deputy postmaster for Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island.

                                                      Gravestone of Loyalist John Howe 
                                                             in O ld Burying Ground at Halifax, NS
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The son of John Howe was Joseph Howe (1804 - 1873), who became a prominent journalist,
politician and public figure in Nova Scotia.  He was also responsible for establishing the right of
a free press in Canada.  It has been observed that “the most lasting influence upon Howe was
exercised by his father, loyalist John Howe, whom he once described as “my only instructor, my
play-fellow, almost my daily companion.” The one member of his family who sided with Britain
in revolutionary times, John Howe had a reverent, almost mystical, attitude towards the British
connection, and he passed this attitude on to his son.” (2)

                                                     Plaque on wall outside Library, formerly Court Room
                                    o f Supreme Court of Nova Scotia, in Provincial Legislative Building, Halifax

(2) J. Murray Beck, “HOWE, JOSEPH,” in Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol. 10, University of
Toronto/Université Laval, 2003–, accessed October 13, 2018,
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/howe_joseph_10E.html
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At the Nova Scotia Branch meeting in September, 2018  held in Acaciaville, Nova Scotia, two
Certificates of Loyalist Descent known as UE Certificates were presented by Branch
Genealogists to members who had traced their loyalist lineage to a United Empire Loyalist.  In
the past two years over 15 Loyalist ancestors have been proven each year by members of the
Branch.   

                                Pictured left to right, Branch Genealogist Carol Harding, Linda Jobe,  
                                 Carolyn Simpson, Assistant Branch Genealogist Margaret Nickerson - Dorey



                                                                     - 6 -

 A Map prepared by the Nova Scotia Branch highlights the areas of Loyalist settlement in Nova
Scotia.  It also indicates museum locations with a Loyalist theme.  
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2.   WHAT DOES THE NOVA SCOTIA BRANCH OF THE UNITED EMPIRE
LOYALISTS’ ASSOCIATION OF CANADA DO? 

All Branches of the United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada are guided by a Mission
Statement.  
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The Hon.  Alfred Gilpin Jones (1824 - 1896), born in Weymouth, Nova Scotia, son of Guy
Carleton Jones, was the first President of the Loyalist Association of Nova Scotia founded in
1897.  He also became a successful business person,   politician, and public servant.  

    

                                           Memorial Plaque to Hon. Alfred Gilpin Jones in
                                                                  St. Pa ul’s Church, Halifax
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The Nova Scotia Branch was granted its’ Charter on March 8,  2014.
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Nova Scotia Branch members have met for meetings around the province including in Digby, 
Upper Sackville, Shelburne, Tusket,  Halifax, Port Mouton, Aylesford,  Acaciaville, and as
pictured below while attending a tour of the Old St. Edward’s Loyalist Church and Museum in
Upper Clements. 

  

                                                Inside Old St. Edward’s Loyalist Church
                                                                in Clem entsport, Nova Scotia  
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Members can submit their  research and names of loyalist ancestors to help build the Online
Loyalist Directory maintained by the United Empire Loyalist Association.  It now includes
over 7,000 names.  Since it has been estimated the number of Loyalists who came to Canada
exceeded 50,000 it is a work in progress.

            
  

                                           Online Loyalist Directory can be found at 
                                           http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Info/Loyalist-Info.php
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The Loyalist Gazette is published twice yearly by the United Empire Loyalists’ Association of
Canada and provided free to members.   It contains articles of historical and genealogical
information as well as news about Branch activities.

                                                                                                                                                          

                                             To learn more about the Loyalist Gazette and 
                                 other publications see http://www.uelac.org/publications.php
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Providing Loyalist education resource materials and encouraging research through scholarship
support is integral to our mission to preserve, promote and celebrate the history and traditions of
the United Empire Loyalists.   The Nova Scotia Branch supports these efforts and has been
recognized for its’ support of the Loyalist Scholarship Endowment Fund.
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A National Conference is held in June each year where members from the Branches gather
to attend genealogical and educational workshops, and take part in annual meeting.   The location
of the Conference is different each year and hosted by a local Branch.   In 2018 it was
held in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan.    
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3. HOW DO YOU OBTAIN A LOYALIST DESCENT ‘UE’ CERTIFICATE?

In order to obtain a Loyalist Descent ‘UE’ Certificate you first must be a member of a Branch.
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After you are a member of a Branch, if you are interested in proving descent from a United 
Empire Loyalist you will want to consider first who qualifies.



                                                                    - 17 -

The Branch Genealogist and Assistant Genealogist can assist and guide you through the process
of research.
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Muster Rolls are one example of proof of Service to the Crown for a Loyalist.   Roll below
shows a Company of King’s Orange Rangers in 1777 stationed in New York.
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Another example of proof of service to the Crown can be a Petition by a Loyalist for land.   The
one below was made by Lieutenant John Cameron of the King’s Orange Rangers in Sydney,
Nova Scotia and accepted in 1797. 
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When you decide that you have completed your research and wish to submit an Application 
for a ‘UE’ Certificate you will complete and file the Application Fee Form.
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The Application with your personal information, choices about how you wish your Application
processed, and your research is filed with the Branch Genealogist who forwards it to the
Dominion Genealogists for review.
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The Application asks you to list your ancestral lineage and proofs which will also be copied and
provided.
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The final page will include information on your Loyalist Ancestor.
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When your Application is approved by the Dominion Genealogists a “UE” Certificate will be
sent to the Branch Genealogist for presentation, if possible.

                                                           G regory Hussey receiving ‘UE’ Certificate 
                                                   fro m Membership Chair & Treasurer Marian Munroe
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The ‘UE’ Certificate includes Lord Dorchester’s 1789 Proclamation, the Loyalist Badge, and the
Armorial Bearings of the United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada.  It is signed by the
President and Secretary of the Association.
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4. SUMMARY 

(i) Can the Nova Scotia Branch help you find a Loyalist Ancestor?

Branch Genealogist and Assistant available to guide and assist.   In 2017 there were
19 ‘UE’ Certificates issued.

(ii) How long will it take?

After research completed between 2 - 3 months to obtain ‘UE’ Certificate.

(iii) How much will it cost?

A single membership is $50, if student $25 and for a family $70.

When you apply for ‘UE’ Certificate fee is $50.
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FURTHER REFERENCE

Articles: 

McConnell, Brian, “The Hon. Alfred Gilpin Jones & the Loyalists of Nova Scotia”. 
https://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Info/extras/Jones-Elisha/Hon-Alfred-Gilpin-Jones-and-the-Loyali
sts-of-Nova-Scotia-by-Brian-McConnell.pdf

McConnell, Brian, “Loyal Then - Loyal Now”,
http://www.uelac.org/events/Loyal-Then-Loyal-Now-by-Brian-McConnell.pdf

Videos:

“Certificate of Loyalist Descent (United Empire Loyalists)” by Brian McConnell, UE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AykLFrk3v8

“United Empire Loyalist Certificate of Descent Presentation” by Brian McConnell, UE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZzhpi1I_w0

Website:

Nova Scotia Branch of United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada
http://www.uelac.org/NovaScotia/

Facebook:

Nova Scotia Branch of United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada
https://www.facebook.com/novascotiaunitedempireloyalists/


