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“ You can kiss your family &

friends good-bye and put

rmiles between you, hut at the
same time you carry them

with you in your heart, your

mind, your stomach, because
you de not just live in a world

but a world lives in you."

Frederick Buechner

Another suc-
cessful summer
has passed - the
Mornings are

jcooler now as

We move nto

the fall season. Summers staff
has camplated their work terms
ahd have returned to school,
Fatricia foid, 2 history major at
St Havier University, was our
Museum Supervisor and | would
lie to thank her for a job well
dane. Thanks are alzao extanded
to the funder for Lhis position -
Mowva Scotia Econamic & Fural
Development, Student Skils Ce-
velopment Program.  Eden
hgcloan, a student of Shelourns
Regional High Schoaol, was em-
ploved a5 the Museurn Interpre-
tive Guide and she too did a
great job. Thank you Lo Service
Canada, Canada summer Job
Program for her pasition's Tund-
ing

The Ol School Housa kuseum
will rermain opan during the
maonth of September; however,
hours have changed from hMan-
cay to Friday, 9am Lo dpm, Sime
[l come Lo the Adminstrative
Cffico st 98 Old Birchtown Road
and one of the staff members
will gladly taks vou up for a tour;
The Musaum is open during the
off-season by appaintment -
just call the office at. 8751310
LoonEke 2ranaements,

|'would ke to thank the mam-
bers For nominating and re-
elacting me as President at aur
Annual General Meeting o July
57 Iwaould like to congratulate

my fellow officers who were also
elected at the AGM - Hank Falk;
Wice President: Sharon Ofver, 2™
Vice President; and Baro Falk,
Secretary S Troasurer. It is cam-
forting to know vou hawve Faith
and confidence in my abilities to
continue leading the BLHS.

We said good-bye La Stephen
Workman, the BLHS Project
Manager, o June 30, who re-
turned Lo his position at the
Rass Farm, We would fike to
thark Stephen for his dedicated
servica and all that he accom-
plished during his one- year
term. The plans far tha
Birchtown Interpretive Centro
continue to move forward, with
funding confirmation from Mova
seotia Econgmic Cevelopment
for the Blueprint Phase. Anap-
nlication is also pending aporoval
through the Department of Ca-
nadian Heritage, Cultural Spaces,
as a parcner of the Bluspring
Phiase, Once blueprints aro pro-
duced, we can move forvward
with our apalication to Atlantic
Canada Oppartunities Agsncy
far infrastructure funding.

The Father's Day Boast Turkey
Supper, heald in parcnecship with
the Birchtown Community Cen-
Lre was a hugn success, We
served over 100 suppers and
would like to thank all of you
who came cut and supported
this event. We waould aso ke to
thank the yolunteers who do-
nated food, cooked turkeys, and
dave thelr time to assist with
serving, Without valunteer sup-
part, we would not be able to

hiost these important commu-
nity Functions,

There was a goad curnoul for
Founders Weekend Celebra-
tions, July 16-19. Unforty-
nately the rain put a damper
on Saturday’s colebrations, but
the remainder of tho events
wee held under sunny skiss,
The Annuzl Carden Party, held
in partnar-
ship with
the Shel-
burne His-
corical Soci-
aty, was
the high lght of the weekend,
with special gusest speaker the
Honourakle Mavann Francis,
OMS, Dhuml, Lieutenant Gow-
2rnor of Mova Scotia, Her ad-
dress was touching and sincore
as well as thought provoking
as she reminded us of the im-
portance of teling the com-
plete history, which may not
always be gallant. We must
continue to educate the
populace on the injustices and
cruelties suffered at the hands
of our forefathors to make
sure [t never happens again
and to make the world a bet-
ter place For tomorrow. After
the garden party, Her Homour
visiced the gardens of Anna
Seotl Smith, & Black Lovalist
descendant, clad in skirt and
high hieels to sdmire the
heauty of Anna's gardean.

The Birchtown Multiculturat
Day Camps held July 13-17

Sontinged on pdae 2.




and August 17-219,
 were also 3 success.
W'e had over 20 chil-
dren in attendance that
I "= enjoyved activities,

| which included drum-
~ ming, yooa, belly dancing, story telling

b

leaders who assisted with the camp and
made the experience that much more
| enjoyable for the little ones,

| Amistad 175 Freedom Celebrations were
Feld fram August 12-17™ in honaur of
Cthe 475" Annlversary of the sbolition of
Slavery In the British Empire, Shelburna’s
Dock Street was flodgdaed with visitors who
came o soe
the Amistac
- Frecdom
 Schoonar and
participate in
vl the many
events sched-
uled. Ower the
course of the week, we hosted a public
civic welcome for the arrival of the fres-
dom schooner, performance by Shauntay
Crant, gospel festival, film prasentations,
cald plata supper, March ta Birchtown
- and a youth sail. A lot of hard-work and
~ effart went into arganizing and planning
- the week's festivities and For this | would
fike to thank the staff, board members
and volunteers who made it all possible,

Horgurable Porey Faris, Minister of Taur-
ism, Culture & Heritage, Minister of Afri-
can Mova Scotian Affairs and Minister of
Ecanomic & Rural Developrment, along
with the Honourable Sterling Eslliveau,
Winister of Fisheries & Aguiculturse and

and arts & crafts. Thank vou to the junior

Minister of Environment, visited the
heritage site on August 28, Thair
gy Words of encour-

! -—] agement and praise

for the work undar-

taken in Birchtown
wiere inspirational
and up lifting. We
wish them success during their tarm of
office and hopse to continue waorking
together,

Throuah the Fall and winter, staff will
continue to wark an funding proposals,
planning & crganizing events far the
2010 season and continue Lo imole-
et various fund-raisers, L would ke
to personally thank Beverly, Shari &
Arlerie For their bard work and dedice-
fion, Tooaur members, supporters and
wunteers = thank you far vour contin-
ued suppart and assistance. You truly
are the life-line of the Society.

Respectfully Submitted,
Elizabeth Crormwsall
Cresnvllle Community Reunton 2009

By Teona Papncar-dahonsy

Last month, the memoers of the
Cresnyille community made history, They
hield thigir first cammunity reunian and

- met thair goal to unite
the community, A year
ago, when the organiz-
ing conmmmittes started
the task of putting
together a community
reunicn, the task could have seemed
daunting. Bul working Logether commit-
tee memoers, Angle Lawrence, Rachel

FFalls, Liss Jehnsan, Allce Crawford, Maryann
Craveford, Faya Smith, Carolyn Smith and
Sheridan Lawrence Jr. put together a reun-
ion that attracted current and former
Greenville residents and their families,

[
More than 150 people pro-registered For
the Reunion, held at the Greenvile Commu-
nity Hall, During the event, hald an the Au-
gust 7-9, 2009 weskend, registrants at-
tended varnious events on the agenda.
Grenda Clark presented a Fashion show of
African apparel, and 1970°s retro wear,
L1sing Greenville residents. past and present
as models. Major Ken Fells, whose mather
the late Ada Fells inee Crawford) was born
in Greenville, spoke about African Nowa Sco-
tian history, specific to Greenville and Yar-
micuth County,  Much of the focus of the
Reunion was on uniky within the members
of the community, Other speskers during
the Greenville Rrunion incleded Will Craw-
fiorid and Chief Debarah Booinsan, Chisf of
the Acadian Band of Mi'kmags, who sooke (o
the reunion gathersrs about her connes-
tions to the community and thoimpartance
nf unity and sharcd history.

The Anderson, Crawford, Falls, Jarvis, dohn-
son, dnd Lawrence displayed family troas
and photos at the Bounion,

O Suncay, the Ministers Be-
erend Catell of African Soclali-
ration and Beverend Michas!
Alden Fells led the congrega-
tion at the Gresnville Baptist

Church

Greenvillz is in Yarmouth County, Mova Soo
tia, The Community was settied circa 1820,
at the time it was the anly all-Black commu-
nicy In Yarmauth Town and County.

I 1995, the Black Lovalist Heritage

Society acouired land in Birchtown,
Shelburne County, Mova Scotiz, to
develop the heritage site. One of
those buildings includaed 5t Paul's
Church, Faith was and s animportant
i oart of the Black Lovalist life. The

B Circhtown Loyalists were primarily
| Andlican, Mothodist or Baptist, Two
' of the community's carly soiritual

leadors wore; Moses Wilkson - a Blind,

| lame, former slave know for his fiery preaching and David
| George - a Baptist who traveled the province preaching in

Black communities, The earliest church building here in
Birchtown was shared by several denominations.

The community built 5t Paul's beginning in 1888 and opened
as the &nglican Church in 1906 Fecords show that a Black
Fisherman named Enoch Scott sold the land to the rectors,
wardens and vestry of St George & 5t Patrick in 1888, The
church served this community for many ganerations and
upon closing as an Anglican church, it was purchased by the
BLHS asa community lendmark. On May 6, 2007, the church
was of ficially deconsocrated by the Right Feverend Fred
Hiltz and the baptismal font was donated to Christ Church,
Shelburne,




Weymouth, Mova Scotia, in December 1313 and

© died at the aoe of 88 in Weyrmouth Falls in March
S L 2008, Harcld's drawing talents were evident at
L% an carly age, however, Bils amazing sketehing
skills truly shown through after sustaining an
injury in World War Il Harc!d's drawings iostrats
the experlences and struogles of Weymouth's community as he
remambered it He started out working with oils and some water-
colaurs, but soon switched to pen or pencil. Most of his work was
dong on scraps of paper - some aven drawn on Chinette pager
plates.

o ] Harcld Cromwell was born in Southwville, near

The First Annual Harold Cromwell Arts Festival s being held at the
Sissiboo Landing in Weyrouth, NS, from July 4 to September 30,

2002 to showcase Harcid's legacy a5 well a3 promoting the strong
artist talents of other artizts right hera in Southwest Mova Scotia,

Farnily & friends celeorated Joyee Bruce's 20
Birthcay on Saturday, August 297, 2002 at tho
) Sandy Point Light House Community Centre. The
!_ml |} celebration wasa ﬁurprlse parly aorganized by
Pty Jovoe's daugnter Kelley and her husband John

% that included a lovely buffet supper, a slide show

of old family photos and remarks by fricnds and

family, Joyee's son Torm surprized the whale family by arriving from
Calgary unexpestadly the night before,

Joyee is past treasurer of the Society and still remaing active In her
community, She volunteers at Roseway Hospital's Mew 2 U, a second
fand clothing stare and [s a member of the hospital's auxiliary, The
Auxitiary has been instrumeantal in fund-raising ta purchase equipment
far the hospital, Joyvee, a native of Shelburne, i3 Che daughter of Ida
Hartley and is married to Soldon Fruce and together they have two
children.

Ancestors N THE Atnic—Wrirten By Bev Cox

The History Channel's Aacesiors i e Arnic visited
Mowa Scatia in late June, One of their stops was Lhe
Black Lovalist Heritage Socioty Site and huseum,
Ancestors I che Attic is a program that helps track
deawn lost family branches and takes peopla on a
jnurney af discovery,

Baob Stautley, a Miton Ontario resident was ona journey to find out
wb iz s and where his ancestors came from. Bob's father died when
her was 171 before he could find out answers of his father's ancestry,
During Boly's research he came in contact with a half brother, one.of
his father's older sons from a orevious marriage, Meither man knew
pach exlsted, bul eventually connectad while researching their father's
past, Tagethar they found a commaon thread to Clen Willis of Trurao,
They hegan to share family fress and discovered they shared the same
grandrather- Jarmes Edward Stoutloy.

In March, the producer of the program called Bob Lo say they had
found some interesting background information and wers interested
invcfoing his story,

In June the production crew beoan there nine day journey in Qussns
County, Some of the things they discovered were eve opsning. Our-
ing there journey they made stons in Birchtown, Windsor, and Truro,
They had a hard time trying to sort oot the story as records percan-
ino to Blacks in Nove Scotla are not eomplete or Just plain hard ©o
fini,

Tim McDenald, an avid amateur histarian and geneaicgist, has done a
lat of research of the Black families of Gueens County, Tim was hired
todn same of the preliminary work, which later expanded to appear-
ing on the show,

[ he complete story will air this fall so stay tunad,,..

Harbour o August 2™ by a parade of 5305, Folowsd oy 2
= cormmunity welcoming ceremony and 2 historical prasenta-
ik Cion "Freedom

Tha week's plans included many ovents and Fastivals, 7hers were Cao 12}

ahauntay Crant, who regularly works with youlh coowriting gostry and ex-
pressing themselves, performed 2 spoken word interpratation on " Africvill”
and what it meant to each indvidual veuth, Thelr words were amazing and
heartfelr. Also, at the Guild Hall, there were performances by Killck®, 2 local
rausical groug and The Prince of Wales Historic Dancoers.

A lacal artist, Janet Connsll, demonstratod her talents with g line drawing
of the Amistad end sorme of her paintings were showeasad, Dan Coling Cura:
tor, Marine Histomy gave a presentation on the “Sierra Leone 170817 painting,
He gxplained his interoretations of the images = the paincing,

0n August 5™ membars of the comimunicy along with the craw of the
Amistzd participated in the 2nd Annwal March to Hircghtown which concluded

moyies “Aristad and "Lovalties” thal played at: St Paul's Chiurch in Birchtown.

with & bnat taxi ride hack to Shetburna on the "Brown Eved Girl". Thea
Birchitown Cormpmunmiey Hals volunteers organized a breakfast for the
crew & public which was excelent.

e | OLHS organized a cold plate sugper for the memhbars of the

communicy which mcluded turkey, ham, cold salads £ des-

serl, Beverly suttle donated a cake which was boautifully

| decorated with the Amistad logoe for dessert at the supner,
Ewerything was delicious,

Wae aizo hosted a gospal Festival 205t Paul's Church, "The Willlam's
Ssters” and "Ehwthm & Good News ™ ware the groups that performead
Both-groups wera zosolutely amazng,

Lastly, Lhe Amistad Schooner hostad public sails around Shelburme's
Farbour, Having the Amistad in Shelburms wis  an amazing week with
agreal turnout toall evants and festavals,

S e dt e ro thanek o Depay trnenid OF Cavlaciary Henitdan, Hsoricad
ArvErEaniEs Iy ant For (el Qener Sus Contilinion cueig Sansiad Wealk




Members: we are looking for old photos,
family stories & memories that you would
be willing to share. We would like to fea-
ture a different family in each newsletter
so please help us in celebrating our ances-
tors and submit your pictures to
blackioyalist@blackloyalist.com.

we would also like to create a marketable scrapbook of Black
Lovalist families that we could sell in the gift shop. What do
you think? We need your family photos to make this happen.
Please submit your photos—either by email (jpeg) or by post:
PO Box 1194, Shelburne, NS BOT 1W0. Please send a copy that
we can keep as photos will not be returned.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

OUR MANDATE:
To ensure the chronicles and contributions of Black Loyalists share a
place with other communities that shape Canada’s cultural mosaic.

The Black Loyalist Heritage Society is committed to discover, interpret,
safeguard and promote the history and heritage of Black Loyalists and
their descendants in North America.
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(nr Goals Are:

+ T pain recapiition 25 original eclnists

+  Treoelcheate the servival and determination uf
O GRS

+ Tobeoome 2 national resazee for information
pectaining b the bistory & heritage of the
Dlack Lssalists

+ Tonplas for o abhain sacial el esvnomsie
wpeality of the Black Loyakists among
Caradiams

+ Toprovice mestors to oer youth in b Black

Commy

o To promate the schebarship fund for the
desdants of Blck Lyalists

¢ To discover artifacts of Black Loyalists and
their descendants

+ To mainkrin he National Historic Site, 0l
Sehool House Museum and §t, Paul's Chureh
l Birehtown as  public exhibition and
education resouree




