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Dr James Boggs (22 Jan 1740-8 Jul 1832): 
 
James Boggs was born in Mill Creek, Delaware, the son of Ezekiel Boggs and Elizabeth Beaird of 
Londonderry, Ireland, who owned a vast estate in Ireland.  In an attempt to recover her estates, Elizabeth 
undertook to educate her son as a lawyer but when all hope was lost due to the destruction of documents 
in Ireland, he undertook the study of medicine.  On 20 November 1765, James was married to Mary, 
daughter of Robert Hunter Morris and Elizabeth Stogdell of New York, by whom he had eight children.  
Dr. Boggs practised medicine in Shrewsbury, New Jersey, from 1764 to 1777.  He narrowly escaped 
capture by the Revolutionary forces in 1776 by fleeing to Sandy Hook, where he was taken aboard the 
Swan, a British sloop-of-war.  He then worked as a surgeon's mate at the General Hospital in New York 
from July 1777 until 1783 when he was appointed by Sir Guy Carleton to be Assistant-surgeon on Staff.  
His family remained in Shrewsbury, where they were able to remain due to Mary's connections to the 
rebel army through her brother Robert 
Morris who was serving with the American 
Army.  James surreptitiously visited his 
family throughout the war, but was 
eventually forced to move his wife and most 
of their children to Nova Scotia, thus 
forming the Canadian branch of the family. 
 
He went to Nova Scotia in 1783 with his 
wife and family except his two oldest sons.  
They settled in Halifax where he was the 
Garrison Surgeon for the rest of his active 
life.  He died in Halifax in 1832 at the age of 
91 years.    
 
In 1783, a commission was appointed by the 
British Parliament at the suggestion of the 
King, to investigate the claims and classify 
the losses and services of those who had 
remained loyal to the Crown and had left the 
United States in consequence.  According to 
an extract, Dr. Boggs was a meritorious 
loyalist and was awarded 630 pounds 
sterling for his losses in New Jersey.  He 
retired from active service in June 1810 and 
was listed in the Medical Department on 
half-pay Retired Surgeon.  Died in his 91 
year and laid to rest in the old St. Paul's 
Cemetery opposite Government House. 
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